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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to study the socio-economic conditions of coconut
farmers in the study area; (2) to compare young coconut production under GAP standards with regular
young coconut production; (3) to assess farmers’ knowledge and understanding of the GAP standards for
young coconut production; (4) to assess demand for agricultural extension services regarding GAP young
coconut production; and (5) to study farmers’ problems and recommendations regarding GAP young
coconut production. The study population was 246 young coconut producers. The samples, chosen
through simple random sampling, consisted of 78 farmers who had passed the GAP standard for young
coconut production and 78 farmers who had not yet passed the standard. Data were collected through
interviews. Data were statistically analyzed to find frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
minimum, and maximum, as well as t-test to compare means. The results showed that (1) The mean age
of the GAP-certified farmers was 51.41; most were educated to primary school level; they grew coconut
on average on 1.29 hectares of land; their mean agriculture sector income was 227,884.62 baht a year;
and their mean production costs were 5,291.03 baht per 1,600 m®. For the non-GAP farmers, their average
age was 47.00; they were educated to primary school level; they grew coconut on 1.37 hectares of land
on average; their mean agriculture sector income was 217,612.56 baht per year; and their average
production costs were 6,094.23 baht per 1,600 m”. (2) Farmers who had passed GAP certification followed
all the recommended GAP practices. There was a statistically significant difference (at the 0.05 level) in
practice between the GAP certified group and the non GAP certified group in the categories of use of
hazardous agricultural materials and record keeping. (3) Overall, farmers in both groups had a high level of
knowledge about GAP standards for young coconut production, but there was a statistically significant
difference (at the 0.05 level) between the groups in the category of knowledge about record keeping. (4)
Farmers in both groups had a high to very high level of demand for agricultural extension content,
methodology and support. There was a statistically significant difference (at the 0.05 level) between the
groups in the category of demand for content about record keeping. (5) Non-GAP farmers reported a high
level of difficulty with lack of knowledge about insect pest management. Farmers from both groups
reported a high level of difficulty with coconut prices (GAP coconuts were not different from non-GAP
coconuts). Farmers recommended that there should be a place for them to sell their GAP standard
products, and sustainable ways to prevent and combat the problem of coconut disease and insect pest
outbreaks.

Keywords: Coconut production, Good agricultural practice, GAP certification, Quality standard
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